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NEED OF THE HOUR
ACCESS TO PROPER SANITATION

CEO’s Note Open defecation- A threat to women’s safety, 
health and dignity.
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The 2016 study conducted by the University of 
Michigan sets the pretext for the need of 
access to water and sanitation in India because 
it threatens the safety of women in the country. 
The research concluded that women who use 
open defecation sites have double chances of 
getting raped in comparison to women who 
use home toilets. The repercussions of 

improper water and sanitation in India are infinite, and the 
supporting statistics are numerous. Several studies have been 
conducted by both the government and private bodies. 
However, precious little has been done to alter the situation. 
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Two young girls from rural India left their home in the middle 
of the night to answer nature’s call. Like millions in India, 
their homes had no access to bathrooms. The following 
morning, their bodies were found hanging from a tree. This is 
not just a rural narrative, there are recurring cases 
witnessed in metros like Delhi.
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DROP OUT OF SCHOOLS 

DUE TO LACK OF CLEAN
WATER AND SANITATION
1 IN 4 GIRLS

EVERY DAY

1,000
CHILDREN

DIE
  BELOW THE AGE OF 5

DIARRHOEA
HEPATITIS
OTHER SANITATION
RELATED DISEASES
 United Nations Children Fund

1 IN EVERY 3
PUBLIC TOILETS
IN DELHI DOES NOT HAVE A SEPARATE PROVISION FOR 
WOMEN WHILE OUT OF OVERALL FACILITIES 

Action Aid report

Action Aid report

THE DROP RATE FROM SCHOOL IN RURAL 

AREAS WENT UP TO 23% 
AMONG ADOLESCENT GIRLS DUE TO LACK 
OF TOILET FACILITIES

AROUND 
50% OF RAPES 
HAPPEN WHEN WOMEN GO OUT
TO DEFECATE OR URINATE. UNICEF
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